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Playground Fans:

Playground Fans

Items to be printed

1. 1 sheet of A4 fans.
2. 1 sheet of A4 teaching notes.

How to make it up

1. Laminate the fan sheet.

2. Cut around each fan leaf.

3. Use a hole punch to make a
hole in the narrow end of
each fan, where the hole
guide is.

4. Use a split pin to attach the
fan leaves together.

How to use

e These fans can be given to
pupils as part of an induction
pack on their arrival at school.

e Match the new pupil to a
buddy that speaks the same
language for the first 2 weeks.
Ensure that the buddy or
LSA/parent can help to explain
the use of the fan.

Instructions

These fans are for pupils who are
new to English to support them
during playtimes. They are
designed to help pupils
communicate basic needs and
problems that may arise during
playtime and lunchtime.

The fans may also be used in the
classroom.

e Encourage the pupil to
practice the sentences in
English.

e Give the fan to the pupil to
use at playtime and lunchtime.
Make sure that other pupils
can support the new pupil
using the fan.

Ensure that playground staff
and lunchtime supervisors are
aware that pupils will be using
the fans.

Funded by

Nl
P N——

South Gloucestershire
Council

~
'N BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET

)

Playground Fans: Lisa Karalius (Sefton Park Junior
School)

Editors: Harvinder Bilkhu, Deborah Barkham
Bristol EMAS: July 2005

Designed by Bristol City Council, Corporate Design
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TEACHING ACTIVITIES FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS

During the first few days the ESL student will probably feel as
uncomfortable and uncertain as the teacher. The student will need
a variety of tasks that are challenging and interesting. Try to find
out the student’s interests and use these as a starting point. Sport
or hobbies are often good beginnings.

Remember, language learning includes receptive as well as
productive language. Some of the initial tasks the student will be
involved with may develop language through listening and thinking
skills. Some suggestions are listed below. Of course the activities:
selected will depend on the age and ability of the learner.

Some initial class teaching/learning activities may include:

= listening to text on a cassette | = interactive computer texts
tape

= computer language games * language master activities

» educational videos = communicative pair and
group activities
* maths activities » drawing

* games that require thinking without the use of English language
such as: matching, sorting, puzzles, construction toys, picture
books, sequencing activities, cutting and pasting




ESL CLASSROOM SURVIVAL KIT

During the first few days a classroom survival teaching kit may
need to be developed for when the student cannot participate in
the class activities. The following items are suggestions only and
will again depend on the student’s age and level of English.

e a set of picture cards, preferably photographs

¢ a picture dictionary

e a set of visual materials including game boards, clocks,
calendars, charts, diagrams

» computer and interactive books or games

e games, e.g. puzzles, memory, bingo, sequencing activities

e magazines for collages and scrap books

» blackline masters of simple language activities

¢ audio visual materials including video and cassette tapes,
cassette player, a listening post, language master

e reading material including fiction and factual texts, real life
reading materials in books, magazines and computer
software.

Remember, all students require a level of satisfaction in completing
learning tasks. The tasks selected need to be meaningful and
explained to the student in simple language.



UNDERSTANDING CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Avoiding eye contact.

Respect may be shown by downcast
eyes

Tending to smile when in
disagreement with whatever is
being communicated to or when
being reprimanded.

A smile may be a gesture of respect
that children are obliged to show their
superiors or it may be a sign of
anxiety.

Gender differentiation in rofes and
achievement.

Only males may be expected to do
well; schooling may be a formality for
girls.

Taboos toward physical contact
and differences in personal space.

It may be an affront to pat students on
the head or shoulders. Standing too
close or too car away may be
intimidating or unfriendly.

Refusing fo eat with peers.

Some students may only be
accustomed to eating with members of
their own family or with students of the
same cultures. Students may be self
conscious about eating different food
from others.

Different attitudes about
cooperation.

Some students may be unaware that
to five help may be considered
cheating.

Fear of making mistakes.

This fear may be greater than that of
asking for help or omitting the task.

Uneasiness with informal
classroom discussion.

Some students may view teachers as
impolite if teachers are informal.

Perceiving the meaning of reading
differently from others.

Some students may believe that
reading is essentially an oral activity
and will therefore read aloud
automatically.

Uneasiness with the Australian
school system.

There may be discomfort with a
process-oriented approach; students
may want results.

Some students may prefer
individuality rather than a collective
emphasis and this may confuse.

Refusing to participate in extra-
curricular activities or in sport
classes (swimming, camps, elc.)

These activities may not be
considered part of learning.
Changing clothes may be a problem
as students may have a sense of
modesty.

Behaving differently, appearing
uninterested or tired when they first
enter the school system.

This may be due to trauma,
environmental adjustment, time or
system change, or because they lack
the skill of communication in English.

Different sense of personal
property.

Emphasis on sharing. Students may
not understand ownership of personal
property.

Adapted from Language, Cuiture and School (Ed) D Swanson,
Ministry of Education, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, 1993.




DEVELOPING TALKING AND LISTENING SKILLS
(ORAL INTERACTION)

= The teaching of listening and speaking skills needs to be
developed in the context of reading and writing.

The skills of talking and listening are best taught in the

context of real life learning from real experiences.

» In organising to teach talking and listening, teachers will
need to consider the variety of audiences and purpose for
which language is used, the provision of good language
models and how to allow thinking time for students to
transiate from L1 to L2 when preparing answers if necessary.

SPEAKING ACTIVITIES
Some activities may include:

picture talks

repeat reading

sequencing pictures and telling the
story

oral cloze. Once | had a dog
called ------ and --«---

oral story starters

songs, poems, jazz chants

enquiry and elimination games
(guess who?)

retelling or recounting an event,
story, eic.

dialogues — sequencing, role
playing

rank ordering activities

card games

barrier games

communicative activities

reporting, €.g. news

giving instructions to another
student

explaining why




LISTENING
The following activities can be used for both teaching and assessing listening
skills:

Following directions.

» Listening to a spoken text and
completing a matrix with the
information.

Student is told a story and must
draw four pictures to represent the
story.

* Recording information from the
telephone, i.e. weather,
timetables, etc.

Spot the difference. Two spoken
texts are recounted slightly
differently and the student must
identify the differences.

» Predicting the context. Student
listens to extracts from
conversations, news reports, efc.
and must predict the context.

Completion activity. Student must
complete stories, sentences,
oral/aural cloze, song cloze.

» Jigsaw listening. Students listen
to four pieces of information
about a topic and share the
information to construct a whole
text.

Prediction listening. Student
predicts the outcome sentence by
sentence.

= Dictogloss.

Communicative note taking.
Students watch a video and in
pairs the students share
information from the different sets
of questions they have answered.

SMALL GROUP WORK
Many ESL students may not have the skills of working in small groups due to
previous educational experiences and will need to be taught these skills.

Small group and pair work in the classroom provides students with an
opportunity to:

Hear English language models in
context.

» Develop social skills.

Develop cooperative problem
solving skills.

Feel secure in a non-threatening
situation.




STRATEGIES FOR DEVELOPING SPEECH

The following strategies can be used to assist speech development:

* Provide opportunities for natural » Listen to the student’s speech and
talk, such as pair and group work. identify the sounds needing
attention. Demonstrate how the
sounds can be formed, i.e. tongue
position, mouth shape, etc.

* Provide opportunities for practice, |= Use communicative games and
e.g. jazz chants, songs, rhymes. role play which enhance modelling
and repetition of language.

» Use tasks which develop listening | * When teaching sounds,
skills. concentrate on only a few sounds
at a time.

PRONUNCIATION

The newly arrived ESL student will probably experience some difficulty in
hearing and producing some English sounds because certain sounds in
English do not occur in the student’s first language. Students may transfer
some of the sounds from the first language and use them to replace similar
sounds in English.

Phrasing, pausing, stress, pace, emphasis, rhythm, tone and volume are best
taught in the context rather than in isolation. At times however, students will
need explicit instruction about how certain sounds are produced.
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ADAPTING LESSONS FOR NEWLY ARRIVED ESL STUDENTS

Try to maintain the same content and adapt the task.

Everyday Activities

Appropriate
for New
Arrivals?

Adaptations or Alternatives




LISTENING AND SPEAKING
FOCUSED ACTIVITITIES

LISTENING

¢ Clap rhythm — syllables, jazz chants, rhymes.
¢ Chinese Whispers.
» Minimal pairs — use visuals to support understanding.

Present activities in context. Have students draw pictures to show
understanding.

¢ He dropped the bin.

+ He dropped the pin.

Dictogloss.

Questioning to seek clarification.

Compare and contrast activities.

Note taking.

Following instructions, e.g. barrier games.

Retellings — write verbs in sequence on board as story is told. Select other
students to retell story from the verbs.

» Skill flow activities.

PRONUNCIATION

+ Use a mirror so students can see how sounds are made.
Ask students to always watch your mouth as you are speaking.
» Teach voiced and unvoiced sounds —

e« bdg voiced

e ptk unvoiced

ping pong ball/paper
n & | nose vibrations
Word endings —
e jumped mpt
e dropped pt
s grabbed bd

Omitting word endings may be a listening and pronunciation problem as well
as a grammar problem.

» Speak clearly. Modify speech but do not distort it.

» Model stress and intonation — jingles and rhymes, e.g.
* was He was standing by the gate
e from | come from Hong Kong

® some They ate some lunch




COMMUNICATIVE ACTIVITIES

¢ Rank ordering.
Students must order events/objects, etc. and justify reasons for order.

Size of feet, etc.

Digestive system.

Things to take to the beach.
¢ Sounds - loud, soft.

e Events.

o Matrix
¢ Animals — habitat, coverings.
» Machines — how powered, where used.
» Matching sentence/word/picture halves.
* Picture Dictation — describe and draw.
* Find the difference.
» Enquiry and elimination.
» Picture talk.
e TV Guide.

¢ (Classification.
¢ Characteristics of animals.

¢ Information sharing.
» Collaborative problem solving.

» Free talk not structured.

%«Mwﬂ*«ﬁ
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